
NEWSLETTER
DECEMBER 2025

Continued on next page....

Happy Holidays
from our team to you

Support ICUDDR

What you’ll find:
From the Desk of Executive
Director: Laurie Krom, Ed.D.

Center for Credentialing and
Accreditation Update

Connect with ICUDDR

Across the Field: 
Events, Resources & Opportunities

With Gratitude to Kevin Mulvey ❤

Center for Systems Change
Update

Upcoming Trainings

Center for Education and
Development Update

In Focus: Research Column
Author Guidelines

Center for Research &
Fellowships Update

From the Desk of Executive Director: 
Laurie Krom, Ed.D.

 As we come to the close of 2025, I want
to take a moment to reflect honestly
and appreciatively on what this year
has meant for ICUDDR and for the
global community we serve. 
  This was not an easy year. Early in 2025,
ICUDDR experienced a major disruption to
its funding landscape at the same time as
a leadership transition and a rapidly
shifting global environment. These
challenges created real uncertainty, not
just for the organization, but for the
universities, professionals, and partners
who rely on ICUDDR as a connector,
convener, and steady presence in the
substance use field.

  Rather than retreat or rush toward quick
fixes, ICUDDR chose a different path. We
focused on deliberate stabilization, careful
stewardship, and thoughtful decision
making. Throughout the year, we prioritized
continuity, protected core functions,
slowed spending where needed, and
invested selectively in work that aligned
clearly with our mission and long-term
sustainability. Progress in 2025 was steady
rather than dramatic, and that was by
design.
  What I am most proud of is that, even in a
year defined by constraint, ICUDDR
continued to show up.
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  We sustained global engagement through webinars
and convenings. We advanced workforce credentialing
through continued ICAP exams and the finalization of
the ICAP RN pathway. We expanded access to
education through the launch of the online Universal
Nursing Addiction Course, designed with equity and
global accessibility at its core. We strengthened
regional leadership through the Africa Regional
Conference and continued support to ITTCs across
regions. We partnered with colleagues at NECPAM and
ISAM to document workforce realities through a global
survey at a time when understanding those realities
mattered deeply.
  Equally important, ICUDDR’s community did not step
back during uncertainty. Members, volunteers, Board
leaders, and partners leaned in by participating,
contributing, and reminding us why this organization
exists in the first place. That collective commitment was
one of the most meaningful sources of strength
throughout the year.
 As we look ahead to 2026, ICUDDR enters the next
phase with greater clarity about what sustainable
impact requires. We are strengthening our role as a   
jhjh

platform rather than a sole implementer, diversifying
revenue beyond reliance on a small number of large
grants, and continuing to invest in credentialing,
education, and partnerships that build durable systems
over time. The road ahead still requires discipline and
shared responsibility, but the foundation is stronger
than it was a year ago.
  In this issue of the newsletter, you will find highlights
from across ICUDDR’s work in 2025 and early signals of
where we are headed next. I hope you see reflected
not just what we accomplished, but how we chose to
move forward with care, purpose, and a deep respect
for the global workforce we exist to support.
  Thank you for being part of the ICUDDR community.
Your engagement, trust, and partnership continue to
make this work possible.

With Gratitude,

 Earlier this fall, ICUDDR’s Board, staff, and several former colleagues came together for a special virtual
gathering to celebrate and thank Dr. Kevin Mulvey for his years of service as Executive Director of ICUDDR.
The conversation was filled with reflection, appreciation, and genuine warmth. Board members and colleagues
spoke about Kevin’s steady leadership, his quiet confidence during both good times and challenging moments, 

With Gratitude to Kevin Mulvey

and his deep commitment to building an engaged, global community.
Several reflected on how his leadership shaped not only the
organization’s direction, but also the way people across regions worked
together, learned from one another, and stayed connected.
  In his remarks, Kevin emphasized what many of us know to be true:
ICUDDR’s strength has always come from its people. He spoke about
the importance of relationships, shared learning, and honoring the
contributions of those who came before and those who continue the
work today. His comments reflected the values that have guided ICUDDR
for years.
 On behalf of the Board of Directors, the Executive Committee sent
Kevin a commemorative plaque recognizing his exemplary service and
the lasting impact of his leadership. While a plaque can never fully
capture a legacy, it serves as a small symbol of the gratitude felt across
the ICUDDR community.
 We thank Kevin for all he has contributed to ICUDDR and for the
foundation he helped build. His influence will continue to be felt through
the people, institutions, and partnerships that carry this work forward.
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 Upcoming Trainings & Events

Register here

MIÉRCOLES
4 DE FEBRERO DE 2026

13:30-15:00 h (central europea)

El seminario aborda cómo lograr una prevención de adicciones que sea a la vez
eficaz y sostenible, insistiendo en cerrar la brecha entre la evidencia disponible y lo
que realmente se pone en marcha. Se propone un “cómo hacer” prevención basada
en diagnóstico de necesidades y activos, selección de programas basados en la
evidencia, buena formación y supervisión, evaluación continua y una estrategia
clara de sostenibilidad. Además, se advierte contra acciones aisladas y programas
sin evidencia, y se subraya que solo la combinación de 
calidad y sostenibilidad garantiza un impacto real.

Dr. Víctor José
Villanueva Blasco 

Prevención de adicciones: claves para la
calidad y la sostenibilidad 
(Addiction Prevention: Keys to Quality and Sustainability)

Director del Máster Universitario
en Prevención en

Drogodependencias y otras
Conductas Adictivas, Universidad
Internacional de Valencia - VIU 

7:30 am EST 

¡Un seminario web del ICUDDR en español!

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/Pla1u_EkSG2FQiIEMTxmRQ
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/Pla1u_EkSG2FQiIEMTxmRQ
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/Pla1u_EkSG2FQiIEMTxmRQ
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Theme: Barriers and Opportunities to Implementing SBIRT in Africa: Taking
Stock of the Past and Planning the Future

Save the Date: 
INEBRIA–ICUDDR Thematic Meeting 2026

ICUDDR, in partnership with INEBRIA, the Ministry of Health of Uganda, Makerere
University, the WHO SAFER Initiative, and local planning partners, is pleased to

announce the 2026 INEBRIA–ICUDDR Thematic Meeting, to be held April 15–17, 2026,
at the School of Public Health, Makerere University, Kampala, Uganda.

This international meeting will convene researchers, practitioners, policymakers, and
educators to examine barriers and opportunities to implementing Screening, Brief
Intervention, and Referral to Treatment (SBIRT) across African contexts, reflect on
lessons learned to date, and collaboratively explore future directions for research,

policy, and practice.

April 15, 2026: Pre-conference activities and ICAP certification exam

April 16–17, 2026: Main conference sessions

April 16: Full conference day

April 17: Half-day program and informal networking

Registration details and the Call for Abstracts will be
announced in early January 2026.

Participants are encouraged to mark their calendars and stay
tuned for additional information on registration, abstract

submission, and program highlights.

https://inebria.net/


  ICUDDR’s Scientific Column

Extend the Reach of Your Research
IN FOCUS: ADDICTION RESEARCH
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Center for Research &
Fellowships Update

  Many research funders now emphasize dissemination and real-world impact
beyond academic publication. ICUDDR’s In Focus column offers researchers
an opportunity to translate their findings into an accessible, practice-oriented
summary that reaches educators, practitioners, policymakers, and workforce
leaders globally. Beginning in 2026, In Focus will operate under a new
quarterly call-for-submissions model designed to support timely, high-quality
dissemination. A full overview of the new process, timelines, and author
guidelines was shared in the November ICUDDR newsletter. Submissions for
Q1 2026 are now open and due by January 10, 2026. 

Learn more about the new submission process here Learn more about the new submission process here 

https://icuddr.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/11-November-2025-Newsletter-2.pdf
https://icuddr.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/11-November-2025-Newsletter-2.pdf
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Change Update
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 Ukraine ITTC 

Handbook on Brain Injury and Mental and Behavioral Disorders
Resulting from Psychoactive Substance Use: Making
Connections: Teaching the Way.

This toolkit has been translated into Ukrainian with the support of the
ITTC of Ukraine. It brings together information on traumatic brain
injuries, mental and behavioral disorders to enhance solutions to both
problems in treatment. The resource is designed for behavioral
disorder treatment professionals, healthcare providers, health
professionals, educators, and health and social service administrators
to better understand the impact of psychoactive substance use
disorders on survivors.

Argentina ITTC & Spain ITTC

ITTC Argentina is finalizing the fieldwork for the study on the
impact of natural disasters on substance use, a study conducted
in coordination with ITTC Spain.

We are pleased to announce that the validation of the
diagnostic instrument for Online Gambling Disorders (OLD) has
been published in an indexed journal.

About the ITTC Network: 
The International Technology Transfer Center (ITTC) Network for Drug Demand Reduction is a program of the

International Consortium of Universities on Drug Demand Reduction (ICUDDR). The ITTC Network’s goal is to develop and
strengthen the workforce, organizations, and systems that provide substance use prevention, treatment, and recovery
support services. The ITTC Network comprises 13 country-specific Centers based in universities. ITTCs utilize a variety of

strategies to accelerate the use of scientifically based and culturally appropriate practices. 

The ITTC Network Coordinating Office, located at the Center for Systems Change within ICUDDR, plays a leadership
role in facilitating coordination, communication, and collaboration among the ITTCs.

https://www.facebook.com/reel/1411289467012566
https://ojs.acta.org.ar/index.php/actapsi/article/view/22


Upcoming ICAP 
In-Person Exam

Schedule  ICUDDR/CCA is pleased to share an 
important milestone in the transition 
to our new  global examination delivery model. Earlier this year we shared
plans to establish a network of accredited ICAP Examination Centres. Today,
we are delighted to announce the first five candidate centres who successfully
completed their full review by the CCA Review Panel, in November. 

  This achievement positions ICUDDR to officially launch the inaugural cohort of
accredited ICAP Examination Centres; a major step toward building a 
scalable, sustainable, and locally empowered system that strengthens access
to ICAP credentials worldwide.
We extend our sincere appreciation to all reviewers and contributors for their
time, careful assessment, and valued expertise throughout this process.

First Five ICAP Examination
Centres Awarded

www.icuddr.org Page 7

Center for Credentialing &
Accreditation Update
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Please note: Applications will be
accepted on a rolling basis until
further notice. This approach is

intended to provide applicants with
greater flexibility while we continue
the process of establishing testing

centers in various regions.

As each testing center becomes
operational, we will release
additional details regarding

official deadlines and country-
specific requirements. Updates
will be communicated directly

through our official channels to
ensure applicants remain

informed in a timely manner.

We encourage all interested
individuals to submit their

applications at their earliest
convenience and to monitor
forthcoming announcements
related to the countries listed

below.

Tunis, Tunisia Apply
Abidjan, Côte d'Ivoire Apply
Freetown, Sierra Leone Apply
Monrovia, Liberia Apply
Mahé, Seychelles Apply
Gaborone, Botswana Apply
Johannesburg, South Africa
Apply
Dar es Salaam, Tanzania Apply

*Please note that the
testing dates will be
updated as tests are
scheduled.

Carmel Clancy, PhD, RGN, RMN,
PGCertHE, FPH, ICAP III
Director, Center for Credentialing
and Accreditation

Institutions with suitable facilities, staff capacity, and a strong commitment to
academic integrity are encouraged to apply.

Submit an Expression of Interest here: Expression of Interest (EOI): ICUDDR
CCA In-Country Examination Centre

Benefits of Participation:
Lead national efforts to professionalize addiction services
Strengthen local training and credentialing infrastructures
Increase access to ICAP examinations across your region
Contribute to a recognized global benchmark in addiction practice

Newly Awarded ICAP Examination Centres (Conditional
Accreditation: 2 Years)

Kenya – Support for Addictions Prevention and Treatment in Africa (SAPTA)
Côte d'Ivoire – Comité Interministériel de Lutte Anti-Drogue (CILAD)
Liberia – University of Liberia, School of Pharmacy
Nigeria – Trinity University
Qatar – Naufar

We look forward to further expanding this network in 2026 as we continue our
commitment to strengthening global access to ICAP examinations.

Interested in Becoming an Accredited Examination Centre?

Participation in this network demonstrates both operational readiness and a
commitment to advancing public health and workforce excellence.

Carmel Dr. Carmel Clancy
Director of ICUDDR’s Center for
Credentialing and Accreditation

https://portal.globalccc.org/exam/149
https://portal.globalccc.org/exam/150
https://portal.globalccc.org/exam/151
https://portal.globalccc.org/exam/152
https://portal.globalccc.org/exam/144
https://portal.globalccc.org/exam/154
https://portal.globalccc.org/exam/154
https://portal.globalccc.org/exam/155
https://forms.gle/xbP9iPdtQKCX5YmP7
https://forms.gle/xbP9iPdtQKCX5YmP7


Is your credential due for renewal? No worries—we’ve simplified the process to help you stay
current with minimal effort.

www.icuddr.org Page 8

December  2025 Newsletter International Consortium of Universities for Drug Demand Reduction

Expanding Access to ICAP Examinations Worldwide
CCA continues to strengthen global access to certification through remote-proctored ICAP treatment
examinations, enabling addiction professionals to complete the entire process—from application and registration
to examination—without geographic or scheduling constraints.

In December 2025, CCA successfully registered 25 ICAP treatment candidates across six countries, reflecting the
growing international demand for professional certification. The registrations included candidates from South
Africa (19), Malaysia (2), Ghana (1), India (1), Kenya (1), and Qatar (1).

This continued uptake highlights the value of flexible examination pathways in supporting the professionalization
of the addiction workforce worldwide.

📌 Ready to take the next step in your career? Apply Today! | 📧 Questions? Contact us at: CCA_info@icuddr.org

Unsure About Your Credential Status?

Check the Live Register to quickly confirm your current ICAP
credential status. It only takes a moment to ensure your

information is accurate and up to date.

For full details, explore the
complete Live Register today.

⏳
As part of a new newsletter mini-segment, the CCA team
will begin sharing renewal statistics to promote
transparency and strengthen awareness of our renewal
application initiative.

Here are the renewal numbers from April 2025 - Present! 
101 Renewal Credentials - Awarded 
79 Renewal Applications - Pending 
142 Renewal Applications - Being Processed 

Time to Renew? We’ve Made
It Easier Than Ever!

How to Renew:
1.Log in to the CCA Portal.

2.Select your credential and
ensure your contact details are
up to date.

3.Complete the required forms.

Need help? We’ve got you covered with step-by-
step guides, templates, and helpful tips.

Access Resources Here

Still have questions? We’re happy to assist. Reach
out to us at cca_info@icuddr.org. 

https://portal.globalccc.org/exam/apply
mailto:CCA_info@icuddr.org
https://portal.globalccc.org/register
https://icuddr.org/credentialing-and-certification/our-credentials-and-certifications/
mailto:cca_info@icuddr.org


Across the Field: 
Events, Resources, & Opportunities

More information

The National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA) International Program is pleased
to announce that the 2026 International Forum will be held as a virtual

meeting on June 3–4, 2026.
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Save the Date!

Registration and Call for Poster Abstracts
Registration for the Forum, along with a call for research poster abstracts,

will open in January 2026. Watch your inbox for an announcement with
additional details, including abstract submission guidelines and deadlines.

About the NIDA International Forum
The NIDA International Forum fosters global collaboration by bringing
together substance use researchers to share scientific findings and

exchange knowledge, highlighting the breadth and quality of research
conducted worldwide. Participants have the opportunity to connect with
colleagues, learn about substance use and addiction research and policy
issues in different countries, and explore NIDA-supported fellowships and

programs that facilitate international research collaboration.

Mark your calendars for June 3–4, 2026.

https://nida.nih.gov/international/international-forum


Ways You Can Give:

Connect with ICUDDR

  Follow ICUDDR on LinkedIn

Support our mission with your generous
donations and amplify our cause by
engaging with our social media and

spreading the word.

Order Your Copy Today!

info@icuddr.org www.icuddr.org
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GIVE TODAY @ICUDDR

This is a timely and thought-provoking book examining what doesn’t
work in prevention—and what we can learn from it. Order your copy

today and a percentage of all book sales will go directly to
supporting ICUDDR’s mission. 

Prevention Gone Wrong: The Do's, Don'ts,
and the Common-Sense Lessons in Drug

Prevention for Children and Youth
By: Matej Košir

Support by:
1) Purchasing the book via your local Amazon site to minimize shipping costs. 
→ Order the Book Here

2) Send your proof of purchase (screenshot or receipt) to: 
info@institut-utrip.si 
info@icuddr.org

3) Encourage bulk orders for staff, faculty, or students to amplify your impact.

https://www.facebook.com/ICUDDR/
https://www.instagram.com/theicuddr/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/icuddr/?viewAsMember=true
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaChMecKkfP0Bqr1fhExbTg
https://icuddr.org/
https://icuddr.org/about-icuddr/ways-to-give-2/
https://icuddr.org/about-icuddr/ways-to-give-2/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/icuddr/?viewAsMember=true
https://www.institut-utrip.si/prevention-gone-wrong-book/
mailto:info@icuddr.org
https://icuddr.org/index.aspx
https://icuddr.org/about-icuddr/ways-to-give-2/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/icuddr/?viewAsMember=true
https://www.institut-utrip.si/prevention-gone-wrong-book/
http://institut-utrip.si/
http://icuddr.org/

